
ST. MARY’S ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 

Summer 2020 

 
Day of Week: Saturdays (5/30, 6/6, 13, 20)     Time: 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

 

Course # & Name: MT/ST729 The Theology & Ethics of Bonhoeffer   

Professor: Dr. C. Anthony 

 

Course Description: 

 

An historical analysis of the life and writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, with a focus on his work in 

the areas of Christian theology and ethics.  Students will gain an understanding of Bonhoeffer’s work 

as a public theologian, and the implications of his work on the contemporary church and society. 
 

Course Requirements: 

 

 Attendance and participation in class is required. Assigned reading is to be completed 

prior to class sessions. (20 percent of grade) 

 Students should expect to read at most 800 pages of required reading. 

 Students should expect to write at most 24 double-spaced pages. These will be comprised of the 

following:  

 

- Lead a class discussion of one of the assigned readings. A written summary (1-2 pages, 

not to exceed 500 words) is to be provided for class participants on the night of the 

presentation.  (10 percent of grade) 

- A personal reflection paper (5-7 pages, not to exceed 1750 words) on the relevance and 

importance of Christian social ethics to the contemporary church and society.  (30 percent 

of grade) 

- A research paper (12-15 pages, not to exceed 3750 words) on some aspect of the life and 

ministry of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. (40 percent of grade)  
 

 

Required Texts: 

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. The Cost of Discipleship. ISBN: 0-02-083850-6. 

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Faith in Community.           

ISBN: 0-06-060852-8. 

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Meditations on the Cross. ISBN: 0-664-25755-0. 

Kelley, Geffrey B. and F. Burton Nelson, eds. A Testament of Freedom: Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

ISBN: 0-06-064214-9. 

 
(Recommended) 

Rasmussen, Larry L.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Reality and Resistance  ISBN: 978-0-664-23011-1.   

 

Williams, Reggie L.  Bonhoeffer’s Black Jesus: Harlem Renaissance Theology and an Ethic of  

 Resistance.  ISBN: 978-1-60258-805-9. 


